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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office action is responsive to the Request for Continued Examination (RCE) filed 
under 37 CFR § 1 .53(d) for the instant application on 1 1/28/05. Applicants have properly set 
forth the RCE, which has been entered into the application, and an examination on the merits 
follows herewith. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Jen et al. (US 
Patent Application Publication No. US 2002/0194297) in view of Gustafson et al. (US Patent 
Application Publication No. US 2002/0025085). 

Regarding claims 1 and 10, Jen discloses a method of selecting and presenting user 
customizable preferences, the method comprising: providing a user interface display having a 
list of user preference selection fields including a customized selection field [..utilizing personal 
information to customize a user's experience when interacting with an application program; see 
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col. 2, lines 0025-0026]; receiving a selection of the customizable selection field [..the user 
interface presents the user with a window that includes one or more fields; see col. 4, lines 
0041-0042]; and presenting the customized user preference value in the list of user preference 
selection fields along with the customizable selection field [..the user can be a user preferences 
window wherein each tab can include one or more fields; see col. 5, lines 0051-0052]. 
However, Jen fails to explicitly teach receiving a customized user preference value as an input 
to the customizable selection field. 

Gustafson discloses receiving a customized user preference value as an input to the 
customizable selection field [..specifying values for the user can customize the item to their 
personal preference; see col. 2, lines 0031-0033]. It would have been obvious to one of an 
ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Jen and Gustafson before him at the time the 
invention was made, to modify a providing user interface display having a list of user 
preference selection fields including a customized selection field of Jen to include a customized 
user preference value, as taught by Gustafson. One would have been obvious to one of an 
motivated to make such a combination in order to allow users to select from pre-defined 
preferences as well as a personal customized preferences. 

Regarding claims 2 and 11, Gustafson discloses, wherein the step of receiving a 
customized user preference value includes launching a data entry request window when the 
customizable selection field is selected [..a self-describing template, a user would input 
parameter of a desired item; see col. 9, lines 0097-0098]. 
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Regarding claims 3 and 12, Jen discloses, wherein the step of receiving a customized user 
preference value includes accessing a stored value previously entered by a user (see col. 5, lines 
0045-0047). 

Regarding claim 4, Jen discloses, wherein the customizable selection is set to be the 
default selection field is set to be a default selection in the list of user preference selection fields 
such that the customizable selection field and customized user preference value are displayed in 
the list of user preference selection fields (see col. 5, lines 0049-0051). 

Regarding claims 5 and 13, Jen discloses wherein the step of presenting the customized 
user preference value along with the customizable selection field in the list of user preference 
selection fields includes presenting the customized user preference value in parenthesis next to 
the customizable selection field in the list of user preference selection fields (see col. 5, lines 
0051-0054). 

Regarding claims 6 and 14, Gustafson discloses and wherein the customizable selection 
corresponds to a specific image compression percentage (see col. 9, lines 0101-0102). It would 
have been obvious to one of an ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Jen and 
Gustafson before him at the time the invention was made, to modify a providing user interface 
display having a list of user preference selection fields including a customized selection field of 
Jen to include a corresponds to a specific image compression percentage, as taught by 
Gustafson. One would have been obvious to one of an motivated to make such a combination 
in order to allow users to select from pre-defined preferences as well as a personal customized 
preferences. 
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Regarding claim 7 and 8, Jen discloses wherein the customized user preference selection 
is a number, and a limited text entry device (see figures 8-9). 

Regarding claim 9, Jen discloses user preference selection along with the customizable 
selection in the user preference selections includes updating the customizable selection in the 
user preference selections based upon configuration settings (see col. 5, lines 0051-0054). 

Regarding claim 15, Jen discloses wherein the customized user preference selection fields 
are presented in a drop down list (see col. 4, lines 0058-0059 and figure 5-1). 

Regarding claim 16, Jen discloses the user interface means for communicating the 
customized user preference value to a host computer via a network (see figure 3). 

As claims 17-20 are analyzed as previously discussed with respect to claims 1-5 above. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure (see PTO-892). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cao (Kevin) Nguyen whose telephone number is (571)272-4053. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5 :00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (571)272-4048. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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